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REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM 


for  1937. 


Me.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  change.  Half- 
way through  the  period  Dr.  J.  F.  Falconer,  who  had  been 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Brixham  17  years,  retired 
owing  to  ill-health,  only  to  meet  with  sudden  and  untimely 
death  a few  weeks  later.  He  has  been  very  much  missed 
in  Brixham  by  his  colleagues,  and  his  friends  in  every 
walk  of  life.  It  seems  hard  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
enjoy  pleasant  years  of  retirement,  which  he  had  so  justly 
deserved  after  his  life  of  untiring  labour  for  the  good  of 
the  town,  and  the  relief  and  prevention  of  suffering. 

His  retirement  brought  one  step  nearer  the  inaugera- 
tion  of  a new  era  in  Brixham  ; that  is  the  appointment  of 
a whole-time  M.O.H.  for  the  district  comprising  Paignton, 
Brixham  and  Dartmouth. 

I thank  you.  Gentlemen,  for  appointing  me  to  the 
temporary  position  of  M.O.H.  for  Brixham,  a position 
which  w'ill  be  terminated  in  the  near  future,  now  that  my 
colleague  for  Paignton  has  handed  in  his  resignation,  and 
made  the  way  clear  for  a District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  be  appointed. 

This  being  my  first,  and  presumably  my  last.  Annual 
Report  to  be  presented  to  you  (except  for  the  years  when  I 
acted  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Elliot  at  the  Great  War)  I 
will  confine  myself  to  such  matters  as  are  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  which  are  mostly  statistical. 
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Population. 

Estimated  at  8,212. 

Area. 

5,626  acres. 

Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1937} 

2,400  (approximate). 

Rateable  Value. 

£45,079. 

Sum  produced  by  One  Penny  Rate 
£180. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  Fishing  Industry  received  another  set-back  when 
the  first  fleet  of  steam  trawlers  left  Brixham  to  fish  from 
another  Port.  Later  another  fleet  commenced  working 
out  of  Brixham,  and  saved  the  situation.  Unemployment 
in  the  town  was  increased  during  the  period  when  the  steam 
trawlers  were  absent,  but  has  been  much  about  the  same 
as  last  year  apart  from  that. 

Births. 

Live  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  126. 
This  was  82  more  than  the  previous  year,  making  a rate  of 
16.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Of  these,  6 
male  and  4 female  babies  were  illegitimate. 

Still  births  numbered  6 ; 3 male  and  8 female.  None 
of  these  were  illegitimate.  This  was  equal  to  a rate  of  45.8 
per  1,000  of  total  births. 

Deaths. 

Those  registered  during  the  year  numbered  182,  64 
males,  68  females,  or  28  more  than  the  previous  year.  This 
was  at  the  rate  of  16  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
There  were  22  deaths  from  Cancer,  8 between  the  ages  of 
45  and  65,  and  14  over  the  age  of  65.  70  deaths  were  of 

people  over  the  age  of  66,  that  is  more  than  half  of  the 
total  deaths. 
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There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  1 
year,  8 male  and  2 female,  1 of  the  male  infants  being 
illegitimate.  For  all  deaths  under  1 year,  this  gives  a rate 
of  40  per  1,000  of  all  live  births.  Taking  the  deaths  of 
legitimate  infants  only,  the  rate  is  35  per  1,000  legitimate 
births.  The  1 death  of  an  illegitimate  infant  is  100  per 
1,000  illegitimate  births. 

There  was  1 death  from  Puerperal  causes,  giving  a 
maternal  mortality  of  7.6  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

In  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  there 
is  included  a death  from  Scarlet  Fever.  I cannot  find  any 
trace  of  it  in  any  records  at  my  disposal,  so  I suppose  it 
must  have  been  some  Brixham  resident  who  died  away 
from  home,  and  the  death  has  not  yet  been  transferred 
here.  I have  included  it  in  the  “ Deaths  at  all  ages,”  but 
cannot  enter  it  in  its  age  group,  as  I do  not  know  anything 
about  the  case,  except  its  presence  as  a unit  in  the 
Ministry  list. 

You  will  see  in  the  list  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year,  4 cases  of  Dysentery  due  to  the  “ Sonne  ” 
Bacillus  ; this  gives  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  epidemic, 
as  it  was  only  in  the  closing  stage  of  the  epidemic  that  the 
County  M.O.H.  informed  us  that  the  condition  was  notifi- 
able. Actually,  there  must  have  been  many  scores  of 
cases,  a number  of  which  were  severe,  but  there  were  no 
fatalities. 

Social  Services. 

The  Hospital  Ambulance  has  been  available  for  duty  in 
the  town  during  the  year,  but  has  become  so  inefficient 
that  it  has  now  been  taken  out  of  service.  The  Town 
Council  has  decided  to  take  over  the  ambulance  services. 
In  tbe  meantime  we  have  been  able  to  have  the  use  of 
ambulances  from  neighbouidng  towns,  when  required. 

Home  Nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing 
Association.  This  service  has  improved  by  the  engage- 
ment of  two  Queen’s  Nurses,  who  take  turns  at  the  District 
and  Maternity  work. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for 
epidemics  of  any  kind. 
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The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  continues  to 
do  good  work,  and  is  well  attended.  Number  on  the  books, 
118;  number  of  mothers’  attendances,  1,845  ; number  of 
infants’  attendances,  723  ; number  of  attendances  of 
childen  (1  to  5 years),  942.  The  Centre  was  closed  during 
February  owing  to  Influenza,  it  being  considered  undesir- 
able to  collect  so  many  mothers  and  children  in  a confined 
space  with  so  many  colds  about.  Two  cases  from  the 
Centre  have  attended  the  Orthopcedic  Clinic  at  Torquay, 
and  one  was  sent  to  the  Ivybridge  Hospital. 

The  agreement  with  the  Paignton  Urban  District 
Council  to  take  our  infectious  cases  in  their  Isolation 
Hospital  continues  ; in  the  near  future  this  Hospital  is  to 
be  enlarged  ; the  cost  of  building,  etc.,  will  necessitate  a 
new  agreement  being  drawn  up.  It  will  be  a great  boon  to 
the  district,  and  allow  of  more  thorough  isolation  for  an 
increased  number  of  cases,  when  this  should  become 
necessary. 

During  the  year  8 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4 cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  1 case  of 
Diphtheria  was  a child  who  had  only  been  home  for  a few 
days  after  being  there  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  This 
child  died. 

The  numerous  Holiday  Camps  in  the  district  seemed 
to  flourish.  I did  not  hear  of  many  complaints  of  disturb- 
ance of  nearby  residents,  which  speaks  well  for  their 
conduct. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  Busher  Thompson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  28 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  7 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 

Dysentery  (Sonne  Bacillus)  ...  4 


Admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital — 

Scarlet  Fever,  3 cases  ; Diphtheria,  4 cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  year  I937> 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  w 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 


*0 

Causes  of  Death 

Nk 

'tl 

•xs 

'xa 

Ak 

^3 

c 

<<J) 

3 

8 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Influenza  

7 

4 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 

7 

4 

3 

eases 

2 

1 

Cancer 

Rheumatic  Fever  and 

22 

8 

Rheumatism 

Meningitis  ... 

Heart  Disease 

17 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  &c. 

8 

1 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

8 

1 

3 

Broncliitis  ... 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

2 

1 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 
Gall  Stone  and  Cirrhosis 

8 

2 

of  Liver  ... 

Alcoholism 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility.  &c. 

3 

3 

Senility 

14 

Violent  Deaths 

Suicides 

Diseases  ill-defined 

5 

2 

1 

Diabetes  ... 

3 

Hernia 

Other  defined  Diseases  ... 
Septicaemia 

10 

1 

2 

3 

Total  All  Causes 

132 

5 

2 

7 

8 

39 
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BRIXHAM  RAINFALL,  1937. 


Januaiy  ...  ...  ...  6.94 

February  ...  ...  ...  8.02 

March  ...  ...  ...  6.09 

April  ...  ...  ...  3.64 

May  ...  ...  ...  8.48 

June  ...  ...  ...  1.19 

July  ...  ...  ...  1.46 

August  ...  ...  ...  1.34 

September  ...  ...  2.48 

October  ...  ...  ...  8.56 

November  ...  ...  3.13 

December  ...  ...  ...  4.18 


Total  45.46 

Average  for  10  years — 41.49 

By  the  courtesy  of  Sir  Harold  Clayton,  to  whom 
my  best  thanks  are  due. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  this  ray  Twelfth  Annual  Report. 

Housing. 

Fifty  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year. 
Sixteen  of  these  have  been  of  the  terrace  type  of  house, 
which,  probably  on  account  of  the  cost  of  land  on  avail- 
able building  sites  and  the  high  cost  of  building  materials, 
are,  together  with  bungalows,  the  onlj'^  properties  within 
the  limits  of  the  pockets  of  the  present-day  purchasers,  or 
the  cost  of  which  enables  them  to  be  let  at  a rent  within 
the  reach  of  most  people.  Four  houses  in  a Clearance 
Area  have  been  demolished,  and  satisfactory  progress  has 
been  made  in  repairing  other  houses. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

No  houses  have  been  re-conditioned  under  this  Act 
during  the  year,  but  the  twenty-three  houses  dealt  with 
previously  under  the  Act  have  been  of  great  benefit  in 
providing  decent  houses  at  a small  rent  for  the  lower  paid 
workers  in  the  district. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Refuse  Collection  of  the  District  is  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  and  the  provision 
of  another  motor  vehicle  during  the  year  has  enabled 
additional  collections  to  bo  made  in  the  outlying  parts  of 
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the  district.  Dixon’s  Land  at  Furzehani  is  still  being  used 
for  controlled  tipping,  and  this  method  is  still  proving 
satisfactory.  No  complaints  have  been  received  in  connec- 
tion with  this  land.  A few  of  the  occupiers  of  premises  in 
the  town  are  still  slow  to  realise  that  the  provision  of  a 
sn, nitary  dust-bin  would  lighten  their  labour  and  assist  the 
Local  Authority  in  the  collection,  and  thereby  effect  a 
saving  in  the  rates. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  employment  of  additional  sweepers  during  the 
summer  months  has  been  amply  justified,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  still  be  possible  to  increase  this  staff  in  the  near 
future,  with  a view  to  a more  frequent  service  in  some 
parts  of  the  district  being  carried  out. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  ever  present  problem  of  clean  milk  production  has 
not  yet  been  fully  solved  in  this  district,  in  the  face  of  the 
very  commendable  attempts  made  by  all  concerned.  The 
results  of  the  examination  of  the  samples  forwarded  to  the 
County  Laboratory  have  not  been  very  encouraging,  and  is 
very  doubtful  if  the  introduction  of  the  Methylane  Blue  Test 
at  the  time  when  the  milk  industry  was  passing  through 
difficult  times  has  helped  much.  But  the  majority  of  producers 
are  now  more  fully  acquainted  with  modern  rL'.ethods,  and 
better  results  are  hoped  for  in  the  future,  more  particularly 
when  it  is  more  fully  realised  that  the  production  and 
distribution  of  clean  milk  is  a trade  which  should  only  be 
permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  persons  trained  in  the 
business,  and  in  premises  used  for  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  a dairy. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  five  slaughter-houses  have  been  maintained  in  good 
condition  and  frequently  cleansed.  Notice  of  slaughtering 
has  been  strictly  carried  out.  All  animals  are  required  to 
be  slaughtered  by  the  humane  method,  and  these  bj^e-laws 
are  observed  by  all  those  engaged  in  the  business. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Foods. 

Regular  visits  to  all  premises  where  meat  is  prepared 
or  offered  for  sale  have  been  made.  The  preparation  and 
cooking  of  food-stuffs  for  sale  in  private  houses  generally 
is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  I feel  sure  it  would  be  a 
greater  protection  to  the  public,  and  a benefit  to  the  trade, 
if  all  these  premises  were  compulsorilj'-  registered,  so  that 
greater  supervision  could  be  exercised. 

Food  Shops  and  Stores. 

Several  premises  have  been  altered  and  improved 
under  the  Shops  Act,  which  has  enabled  additional  light 
and  ventilation  to  be  provided.  Frequent  inspections  have 
been  made,  and  the  conditions  in  most  cases  have  called 
for  little  comment. 

Bakehouses. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  bakehouses,  and, 
except  for  a few  minor  repairs,  the  conditions  of  the 
premises  have  been  found  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Visits  have  been  made  at  intervals  to  the  majority  of 
the  premises,  and,  except  for  defective  sanitary  accommo- 
dation and  want  of  cleansing  in  four  workshops,  the 
conditions  were  found  satisfactory. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Details  of  the  cases  removed  and  disinfection  carried 
out  are  found  in  the  summary  of  this  report.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  carry  out  disinfection  for  bed  bugs  at 
five  houses.  In  two  cases  Council  houses  were  found  to  be 
infested,  and  the  remaining  three  were  old  properties. 
Fumigating  and  sprajdng  with  approved  insecticides  was 
carried  out.  The  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  return  to 
one  of  the  houses  and  repeat  the  process. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

It  was  necessary  to  issue  one  Statutory  Notice  during 
the  j^ear  in  respect  of  a factory  chimney  which  emitted 
black  smoke  and  grit.  The  owners  concerned  carried  out 
certain  work,  and  no  complaint  has  since  been  received. 

Drainage. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  and  drainage  of  all  new 
properties  are  tested  and  approved  prior  to  occupation. 
Short  extensions  to  main  sewers  have  been  made  to  enable 
new  estates  to  be  opened  up.  Drainage  sj'stems  of  existing 
buildings  have  been  reconstructed,  to  meet  with  modern 
requirements  in  respect  of  indoor  sanitation,  etc. 


Schools. 

All  the  schools  have  been  inspected,  and  the  condition 
in  respect  of  cleanliness  of  the  buildings  and  offices  of  all 
found  satisfactory. 

Holiday  Camps,  Beaches  and  Pleasure  Grounds. 

Considerable  growth  in  camping  has  been  noted  during 
the  year.  The  buildings  of  the  permanent  Holiday  Camps 
have  been  very  much  improved,  and  additional  sanitary 
accommodation  and  water  supplies  provided,  and  the  pro- 
prietors are  endeavouring  to  improve  the  conditions 
generally,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  new  Regulations.  In 
two  of  the  Camps  a running  water  supply  is  available  in 
each  chalet. 

The  Bathing  Pool  still  continues  to  be  made  full  use 
of,  and  at  certain  conditions  of  the  tide  is  flooded  with  sea- 
water twice  daily,  and  at  other  times  a pump  is  brought 
into  use  to  assist  in  the  changing  of  the  w’ater. 

The  Beaches  and  Pleasure  Grounds  have  been  cleansed 
of  litter  at  frequent  intervals,  and  there  has  been  little 
cause  for  complaint  in  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health. 
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During  the  year  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  have  met  on  thirty-one  occasions. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  district  in  the  retirement  of 
Dr.  Falconer  from  the  position  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  his  sudden  passing,  has  yet  to  be  realized.  During  my 
twelve  years  service  under  his  direction  in  the  Public 
Health  work  of  this  district,  I have  fully  appreciated  the 
difficult  task  he  had  to  perform,  often  against  his  own 
interest,  particularly  in  questions  affecting  housing.  His 
attitude  in  these,  and  other  matters,  call  for  the  fullest 
admiration,  and  I pay  tribute  to  his  memory  as  a true 
gentleman,  whose  service  to  the  public  of  Brixham  can- 
not be  over-estimated. 

I wish  to  express  my  best  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
Members  and  Officers  of  the  Council  for  all  their  help 
and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  L.  Godfrey,  m.s.i.a.. 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods, 

and  Housing  Officer. 
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HOUSING,  1937. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  number  given  separate  under  “ b”i  : 

I.  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

II.  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  0 

III.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  50 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

I.  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  0 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  ...  ...  0 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  III  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  ...  ...  0 

(c)  E'or  other  purposes  ...  ...  0 

II.  By  other  bodies  ...  ...  ...  0 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1937. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year  : — 

1 Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  117 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under  sub- 

head 1 above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  45 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

4 Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  23 


8.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  9 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

fa)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1986  : 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  8 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  8 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 


2 
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2 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  of  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV  (Overcrowding). 

(a)  1.  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

3^ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

2.  Number  of  Families  dwelling  therein  ...  23 

3.  Number  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  ...  151 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  j’ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  Persons  concerned  in  such  cases  23 

(d)  Particulars  of  cases  in  which  Dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  desirable  to 
report.  — 
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DETAILS  OF  PLANS 
Submitted  and  Approved. 


Plans  approved  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  1937. 

No. 

Com- 

pleted 

during 

year. 

In 

course 

of 

erection 

No.  of  Buildings 
completed  during 
year  1937,  plans  of 
which  were 
approved  prior  to 
Dec.  31st,  1936. 

Detached  Dwelling- 
houses  ... 

19 

10 

2 

2 

Semi-detached  Dwelling- 
houses  ... 

— 

6 

— 

4 

Terrace  Houses  ... 

4 

16 

— 

13 

Bungalows 

15 

18 

2 

4 

Semi-Bungalows... 

14 

— 

6 

— 

Flats 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Public  Buildings ... 

6 

6 

— 

1 

New  Shop  Fronts 

6 

5 

— 

— 

Garages  and  Stores 

22 

22 

— 

2 

Additions  and  Alterations 
to  Existing  Buildings... 

14 

10 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Additions — Bathrooms, 
Lavatories,  etc. 

13 

12 

— 

— 

Total 

113 

105 

11 

26 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY 
INSPECTION 

of  the  District,  and  Work  of  the  Public  Heath 
Department,  1937. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  completed  during  year  1937 : 

Detached  Houses 
Semi-detached  Houses  ... 

Terrace  Houses 
Bungalows 
Semi-Bungalows 
Flats 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  completed  during 
year  1937 

Number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  for  working 
classes : — 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Effort  (i.e.,  houses  of  £500  and  under, 
inclusive  of  cost) 

Number  of  new  houses  or  flats  required  for  working  class 
,,  ,,  houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation 

,,  ,,  informal  notices  to  remedy 

,,  ,,  statutory  notices  to  remedy 

Houses  inspected 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

Defective  houses  repaired 
,,  floors  repaired  ... 

,,  roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

,,  yards  paved 

„ external  plastering  repaired 

,,  internal  plastering  repaired 

,,  windows  repaired 

,,  stoves  repaired 

,,  coppers  repaired 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Act,  1926  : — 

During  year  ... 

Total  to  date  ...  ...  ...  •••  ... 


10 

6 

16 

18 

50 

0 

21 

40 

90 

23 

9 

87 

1 

73 

12 

18 

5 

27 

28 

19 

10 

7 

0 

23 
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DRAINS  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Extensions  to  existing  sewers  during  the  year  ; — 

Milton  Street,  200  yards  (9-in.). 

New  Road,  100  yards  (9-in.). 

Windmill  Hill,  110  yards  (6-in.). 

Sewer  re-laid  during  the  year  : — 

Prospect  Road,  85  yards  (6-in.). 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  43 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Certificates  issued  in  respect  of  drainage  of  new 
buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Certificates  issued  in  respect  of  drainage  of  existing 
buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Existing  w.c.s  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns,  or  cisterns 
renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  traps  removed  or  replaced  with  approved 
stoneware  gully  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Defective  w.c.s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Automatic  cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  following  sanitary  fittings  have  been  installed  during 
the  year : — 

New  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

W.C.S.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...119 

Lavatory  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 

Urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Scullery  sinks ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Interceptors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Chemical  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


24 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 


Rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  ...  22 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  10 

Houses  disinfected  for  ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  10 

,,  „ ,,  tuberculosis  ...  ...  7 

,,  „ ,,  verminous  condition  ...  2 

Cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  7 


Two  houses  have  been  treated  for  bed  bug  infestation,  with 
satisfactory  results. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Number  of  cow-keepers  and  dairymen  registered  : — 

Wholesale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Retail  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  removed  from  register  ...  ...  ....  5 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  district  ...  ...  ...  88 

without  impervious  floors  ...  2 

with  unsatisfactory  drainage  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ventilation  0 

„ lighting  ...  2 

,,  ,,  water  supply  0 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  farms,  etc.  ...  115 


Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  : — 

For  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

For  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

For  adulteration  (taken  by  County  Police)  ...  17 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
(Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924) 


Number  of  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  ...  ...  8 

Other  food  shops  and  stores  ...  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  visits  to  butchers’  shops  ...  ...  95 

,,  „ other  food  shops  and  stores  ...  188 

Number  of  carcases  examined  during  year  ; — 

Beasts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  504 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Sheep  and  Lamb  ...  ...  ...1427 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1091 


Total  3070 


25 


Particulars  of  carcases,  etc.,  partly  or  wholly  condemned 
and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Lbs. 

Beef  (3) 

50 

Mutton  (2) 

96 

Pork  (35) 

78 

Beef  Offal 

37 

Mutton  Offal 

40 

Pork  Offal 

18 

Heads  (including  tongues) 

67 

Lungs 

22 

Livers 

58 

Kidneys 

6 

Hearts 

9 

481 

Cooked  Foods — Decomposition  (Tinned  Foods) 

9 

Fish — Decomposition  (Tinned  Fish) 

Total  lbs. 

21 

511 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Number  of  slaughter-houses  in  district  ; — 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses  ..  ...  107 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  where  emergency  or 

occassional  slaughtering  is  carried  out  ...  17 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  of  noxious  or  offensive  trades  in  district  ...  0 

NUISANCES. 

Complaints  of  nuisances  received  ...  ...  ...  8(> 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Nuisances  abated  without  written  notice  ...  ...  5 
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SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  schools  in  district : — 
Public 
Private 

Number  of  schools  found  defective 
,,  ,,  notices  to  managers 

,,  „ visits  to  schools 


5 

3 

0 

0 

9 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district  ... 

,,  „ inspections 

,,  found  defective  ... 

,,  of  notices  to  remedy 


11 

17 

1 

1 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  factories  and  workshops  registered  in  district  57 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories 

Clncluding  Factory  Laundries.) 

7 

Workshops  ... 

(■Including  Work  shop  Laundries) 

21 

1 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  outworkers 
premisesj 

9 

Total 

37 

1 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  pros- 
ecutions 
instituted 

rsi 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(41 

Nuisances  vnder  the  Public  HtoUh  Acts* 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

Other  nuisances  

Sanitary  accommodation 

1 

1 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  uruler  the  Factory  WorlishnY>s 

Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s,  101)  ... 

Other  offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work and  oflfer.ces  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Factory  and 
Workshops  Transfer  ot  Powers 
Order.  1921 

Total  

2 

2 

Including  those  specified  in  ections  2.  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  health  Acts. 


28 


PETROLEUM  AND  EXPLOSIVES  ACTS. 


Particulars  of  Registration. 

Number  of  Licenses  granted  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  19 
” " t<  .1  Carbide  of  Calcium  1 

” ><  II  M Mixed  Explosives  9 

” 11  II  I.  Gunpowder  and 

Mixed  Explosives  in  Magazines  3 

Amount  of  Storage — 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ...  4,314,660  gallons 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  1,120  lbs. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 


REPORT  ON  RAT  WEEK 

November  1st  to  6th.  1937. 


The  Local  Authority  authorised  the  extra  expenditure 
for  purchase  of  additional  Rat  Poisons  during  Rat  Week. 
National  Rat  Week  Posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the 
district,  some  1,200  baits  being  supplied  to  applicants. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  stores  and  premises  used  for 
the  preparation  and  storage  of  foodstuffs.  Reports  of 
numbers  of  rats  destroyed  were  received  from  several 
owners  of  premises  where  trapping  was  carried  out. 

(Signed),  F.  L.  Godfrey, 

Inspector. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Poet  during  the  Year. 
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PORT  HEALTH  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM. 


Entering  the  Port  Health  District  of  Brixham,  and  Record  of 
Inspection  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 
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•Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  Steamers, 
and  includes  287  trips  made  by  Torquay  Motor  Pleasure  Boats. 
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II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(Table  B). 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic. 

No  Passengers  have  landed  or  embarked  during  the  year. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports — building  material. 

Principal  Exports  -bunker  coal. 

(c)  Foreign  ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Various  foreign  Ports  for  bunkers. 

III.  Water  Supply. 

(1)  Source  of  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  from  the  town  reservoirs,  both 
to  the  Port  and  Shipping. 

(2)  Hydrants  and  hose-pipes  are  kept  in  lockers  when  not 
in  use. 

(3)  There  is  one  water  boat  owned  b5'^  the  Torbay  Coaling 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  supplying  ships,  and  this  boat  is  in  good 
condition. 

IV.  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

(1)  Declarations  of  Health  are  handed  to  the  masters  of 
ships  on  arrival  of  the  staff  of  H.M.  Customs. 

(2)  The  boats  of  the  local  coaling  company  are  available 
for  boarding  vessels  on  arrival. 

(3)  Notification  of  any  vessel  requiring  special  attention  is 
received  by  H.M.  Customs  or  the  local  coaling  company, 
and  is  telephoned  to  the  Public  Health  office. 

(4)  A mooring  station  for  infected  vessels  is  provided  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Outer  Harbour. 

(5)  The  Port  Medical  Officer  is  prepared  to  grant  the  usual 
standing  exemptions  for — 

(a)  All  other  unhealthy  vessels  other  than  those  included 
in  Articles  12  and  14  (l). 

(b)  Vessels  otherwise  healthy  which  have  arrived  from 
listed  ports  in  infected  areas. 
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(6)  In  cases  in  which  persons  have  to  be  notified  as 

proceeding  to  this  area  from  a vessel  on  which 
infectious  disease  has  occurred,  it  is  the  practice  for 
the  Medical  Officer  to  examine  the  person  on  arrival, 
and  at  intervals,  as  required  by  the  regulations. 

(7)  (a)  A waiting-room  is  provided  on  the  Pier,  where 

persons  could  be  examined. 

(b)  The  necessary  material  for  fumigation  of  cabins, 
bunks,  etc.,  is  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Dept 

Disinfection  of  clothes  or  bedding  would  be  carried 
not  at  Paignton  Hospital  by  arrangement. 

(c)  Temporary  accommodation  for  the  purpose  of  the 
regulations  would  be  provided  at  one  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  districts. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  for  Plague,  Cholera,  etc., 
is  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council  at  Exeter. 

(e)  Ambulance  tranport  for  infections  cases  (d)  is 
provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

(f)  The  local  Port  Medical  Officer  would  be  responsible 
for  the  supervision  of  contacts. 

(8)  Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  would 

be  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical  Department. 

(9)  Ditto 

(10)  Treatment  for  venereal  disease  is  available  at  Torquay 

Hospital  Clinic. 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  the  dead  is  made  by 

the  local  agents  for  the  shipping  company  concerned, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Port  Health  Officer. 

(12)  Nil. 

Table  C. — No  cases  of  infectious  sickness  have  been  landed 
during  the  year. 

Table  D. — No  reports  made. 

V. — Measuee  against  Rodents. 

(l)  (a)  Ships  in  the  Port  are  inspected  for  the  presence  of 
rats.  (b)  The  quays,  wharves  and  stores  are  also 
inspected  at  frequent  intervals. 
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(2)  Rat  guards  are  fitted  to  ships. 

(3)  (a)  Arrangements  would  be  made  with  Plymouth,  if 

required,  (b)  Baits  are  laid  in  stores,  etc. 

(4)  Reports  received  received  from  Masters,  occupiers,  etc. 
(6)  Stores  built  of  stone  and  sheet-iron. 

Table  E. — No  information  available. 

Table  F. — Ditto. 

Table  G.— Nil. 

Table  H. — Not  an  approved  Port. 

Table  J. — No  defects  notified. 

VII.— Food  Inspected. 

(1)  No  food  imports. 

(2)  No  shell-fish  bed  or  laying  in  the  Port  Health  District. 

(3)  No  samples  taken. 

I wish  to  express  my  very  best  thanks  to  the  Officers  of 
H.M.  Customs,  The  Manager  and  Staff  of  the  Torbay  Coal- 
ing Co.,  and  the  Harbour  Master,  for  their  co-operation 
and  assistance. 

F.  L.  GODFEEY,  M.S.I.A., 

Port  Health  Inspector. 


